


Dear friends,

You know that many families are struggling. You may know that
research tells us that children from low-income homes enter
kindergarten as much as two years behind in vocabulary and pre-
reading skills. And, once children are behind, they rarely catch up.
However, did you know that research also indicates that access to
books at home has more impact on a child’s academic success than
their parent’s education level or job? This huge and hopeful fact means
that together, we can create monumental change by giving children in
our community the chance to read and succeed.

Your dedication and commitment to our mission enabled us to find
innovative ways to meet the diverse needs of young children and
families in southern Arizona. This meant meeting families where they
were out in the community to provide books and high-impact early
literacy programming. It also meant beginning a new collaboration
with neighborhoood elementary schools to provide programming
for the 4 out of 5 young children who do not have access to preschool
or quality childcare and connect them to the schools where they will
attend kindergarten.

This is the start of an incredible change in our community. | invite
you to read through our annual report to learn how, together, we are
harnessing the power of school, home, and community to ensure
that all young children have access to life-changing early educational
experiences.

My utmost gratitude,

Jenny Volpe
Executive Director

P.S. Our most tweeted phrase last year was “meeting families
where they are.” We are proud of that and you should be too.
You made it happen.
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NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL READINESS MO

In 2014, we piloted the Neighborhood School Readiness Model, a coordinated project that engages multiple
community partners and combines all of Make Way for Books’ work at and around elementary schools where an
of 91% of children qualify for free/reduced lunch and a high number of children have poor 3rd grade reading sc
met the diverse needs of young children and families in our community by meeting them where they are. Asare
thousands of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers have access to early literacy programming.

Make Way for Books partners with
more than 180 under-resourced
preschools and childcare centers to
provide high-quality early literacy
programming and to create literacy

and language-rich environments for ‘
infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. / _
Parents learn how to read books with ; ) S

-
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their children and as a result of the é‘ -
program they share books more = '-';-".Z_%.—.
regularly. Last year, 763 educators 5
received professional development

through 26 content-based workshops

and on-site coaching. 95% of

educators said the program helped

Families meet at neighborhood schools

them better support the children in for weekly family engagement ’?
their care. Each week, 53 Storytime programming. Children and families \
Volunteers read to infants, toddlers, become familiar with the school while ~_# W
and preschoolers at participating participating in programming that helps _j’.'
preschools and childcare centers. children develop pre-reading skills to £
ensure they enter kindergarten ready to ‘
read.

Children at all project sites receive support to transition to kindergar




DEL

average
ores. We
sult,

4 out of 5 children in Arizona do not
have access to preschool or quality
childcare.Through Cover to Cover, we
meet families at the Swap Meet, food
banks, parks, social services agencies,
etc. for weekly programming. Children
gain access to books and develop
pre-reading skills and parents are
empowered with the skills, knowledge
and confidence to help their children
succeed.

|
Raising A Reader Intensive

We meet children and families in
low-income apartment complexes
and mobile home communities with
weekly family engagement
programming. Children discover the
joy of books and develop emergent
literacy and language skills. Parents
learn that they have what it takes to
be their child’s first, best teacher.

ten at their local neighborhood school, ready to read and succeed.



“I'm a single mo*her and | work two jobs so we didn’t
have a lot of time together athome. | looked fo';'

programs for my daughter bdt | can’t afford childcare. It

felt like there was nothing outthere for us. Then we met i ! _‘!‘, !

e ' [ ———

Make Way for Books at Ralsn’g A Reader one year ago
and we follow you everywhele. Now my daughteris a
book lover. We read fhree‘oiour books every night. We
love Make Way for Books and I tell every parent | know
about this amazing program.”

These words are our mission in action. Your support
enabled us to meet families in the community, week®
after week to provide books and programming that
ensures children develop emergent literacy skills.

We empowered parents by showing them that they
have what it takes to help their children succeed in
school and beyond by sharing books and early literacy &
activities throughout the day. And we connected them ™
to free resources, including our early literacy app which
inspires them to share early literacy activities anytime
and everywhere by making the world their book.

For many families, the first Cover to Cover or Raising

A Reader session was a starting point as.many have
followed Make Way for Books programs from location
to location and now join us for programming in our new
building. E
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EMPOWERING FAMILIES e &

O of partlclpatmg parents felt A
~ empowered with the skills and tools
O to be tﬁelr_chjld s first, best teacher.
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well as checked out to share at home.
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“lwasn’t a good reader and | am still not a good
reader. We never had a program like this when | was
growing up. But my daughter goes to get the books.
/ ﬁ,,h\ L 8 She knows where the front page is. This program
ot taught her a lot. Now we are interacting with each
other — now we read together. She likes to pretend
- she is reading to my younger daughter too.”

‘# - — These are the words of one of the parents in our
— preschool program which has been impacting
v N — children and families for 17 years. We partnered with
- N fpm—— ™ under-resourced preschools and childcare centers
to ensure that infants, toddlers, and preschoolers
- h have access to books in the classroom and at
home. Throughout the year we provided ongoing
. professional development for educators and showed
parents how they can share books with their young
children to help them thrive in school and in life. Each
week, Storytime Volunteers shared highly-engaging

storytimes for children at preschools and childcare
centers.
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family by family, youare
a new story for chlldre; L
community. Thankyouto oJ’“r“’

amazing volunteers, interns, |
AR
donors, and funders foryour

valuable time and generous gn‘ts

For a digital copy of this report and a full list of W of our
incredible donors and volunteers, please visit
makewayforbooks.org/annual-reports
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CHILDREN + FAMILIES IMPACTED

children and families Qaln' dg
to literacy and language-rich envi
and received support to make
singing, reading, and playing a p
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Every @SF‘* ested in early educationyields a
$7 return doWn the road. Your support of Make
Way for BookS is a tremendous investment in our
youngest children, families, and entire community
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Programs(80.7%)
$778,452°%
I Administrative (12.4%) Expenses
- $119,860 2014-15

B Fundraising (6.9%)
7 $66,165

| Grants(84.3%)
T $789,497

B Individual gifts (9.4%)
$87,689

'Gign kind (5.5%)
$51,949

- Earned Revenue (0.8%)
$7,448
e 4
-
In addition to the individual gifts reflected above, Make Way for
Books received generous donations in the amount of $829,000

fora down pé‘ymﬂ'to purchase and renovate our new building at
700 N. Stone\Av%ZOM-] 5,
cull N -



Altrusa International, Inc of Tucson

Amazon Smile Foundation

Arizona Association of Community Managers
Arizona Cardinals Charities

Arizona Community Foundation

Arts 4 Moore/Tides Foundation

Beta Sigma Phi Sorority

Buffalo Exchange

Casa De Los Ninos

Comcast

CopperPoint Mutual Insurance Company
Davis-Monthan Officers’ Spouses’ Club
Donor Advised Fund at the Community Foundation
for Southern Arizona

Easter Seals Blake Foundation

eegee’s

Eliot Spalding Foundation

Executive Women International

First Things First

GE Foundation

Helios Education Foundation

Kroger Foundation

La Cocina Restaurant

LeCroy & Milligan Associates, Inc
Libraries Limited Inc

Long Realty Cares Foundation
Marshall Foundation

Office Depot Foundation

Peace Vanguard

PICOR Charitable Foundation

Pima County Attorney’s Office

Pima County Health Department - Strong
Families

Pima County Public Library

Potbelly Sandwich Shop

Prevent Child Abuse Arizona

QuikTrip Corporation

Raising A Reader

Red Hat Calendar Girls

St. John on the Desert

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
Stone Canyon Community Foundation
Sundt Foundation

Target Foundation

The Comcast Foundation

The Foothills Club Of Tucson

The HSLopez Family Foundation

The Lester and Roberta Smith Foundation

The Martha R. and Susan |. Seger Foundation

The Stocker Foundation

The Wreckettes

Tucson Area Reading Council

Tucson Charity Bridge Club Inc

Tucson REALTORS Charitable Foundation
Tulsa Community Foundation/AMC Cares
United Way Board Allocation

United Way Diamond Fund



United Way First Focus On Kids Quality
Improvement Subcommittee

United Way/First Things First

United Way/Helios Education Foundation
Yelp Foundation

Stephanie Aaron

Nora Abo-Sido

Lesley Abrams

Carole Adler

Len and Diane Altieri
Patricia Andrade and Hank Walker
Ellinor Angel

Anonymous

Kayla Archer

Geri Ashworth

Jane Aslaksen

Jennifer Aviles

Rhoda Babis

Ally Baehr

Alycia Baehr

David and Kathy Baehr
Carolyn Bancroft

Claire Bancroft

Corinne Bancroft
Elizabeth Bancroft

John and Georgia Bancroft
Paul and Mary Jan Bancroft
Jim and Bobbie Barg

Kent Barrabee

Austin Baum

Victor and Meg Beer
James and Jean-Marie Bellington
Sarah and Mark Benor

Marty Bishop

Tom and Barbara Bloom
Bobi Borenstein

Bill Borland

Mathew and Jennifer Bouton
Michael and Betsy Boxer
Vincent Boyen

Ashley Braun

Gracie Brettholle

Larry Dane Brimner

Arch and Laura Brown
Rachel Brown

Teresa Brown and Ashley Bruch
Lisa Bunker

Kristina Burdine

David and Bonnie Burnett
Benjamin Carp

Jane Carp

Tracy Carroll

Donald and Helen Carson
Alison Carter

Catherine and Michael Carter
Heather and Maurizio Celani
Albert Celaya

Karen Chesrown

Jeffrey Christensen

Charles Cissna

Reid and Holly Clark

Ken Clay

Jeff and Myndi Clive

Eloise Clymer

Lewis Cohn

Nicole and Seth Conard
Duke and Janet Corley
Bambi Corso

Brittany Cortinas



Jenna Cowan

Ken and Barbara Cowan

Talia Cowan

Michael Crawford

Timothy and Lorraine Creston
Rhett Crowninshield

Lily Cummins

Ginny Dale

David Dameron

David Van Wyck, MD and Linda Drake
Abbott and Jean Davis

Susan Dawson Cook

Sara Derrick

Matthew Derstine

Florencio Diaz

George and Rita DiMundo
Joann Dixon

Mary Ann Dobras

Colleen Dolan

LaVonne Douville and Chet Hedden
Brian Duffy

John and Anne Duffy

JC Duguay

Judith Dyl

Rick Edwards and Liz Harrison
Kasey Elliott

Rachelle Encinas

Melinda Englert

Randy and Alan Engstrom
Shelagh Engstrom

Deborah Ensign

Diane Ensign

Pamela Ensign

Monica Farmer

Thomas Farmer and Marjorie Farmer
Roberta Fausey

Betty Feinberg

Susan Fittinghoff

Sharon Ford

Martin and Maureen Fox

Nat and Gail Franklin

Shawn Gallagher

Scott and Jami Gan

Angela Garcia

Angela Gardner

Rachel Gaspar

Jocelyn Gehring

Andrea Georgopoulos
Donie Gignac

Gudrun Godare

Arthur and Ann Goldberg
Leo and Paula Golembiewski
Hannah Gomez

Bess Gordon

Rachel Gordon

Bob and Marie Graninger
David and Barbara Gray

Raul and Ramona Grijalva
Michael Hamant and Lynnell Gardner
Riley Hankins

Tracy Haraldsen

Kathleen Harrison

Harry and Marjorie Stewart Foundation
Martha Hart

Peg Hartman

Juanita Havill

Gary and Diana Henderson
Jennifer Hiatt

Kimberly and Ryan Hill

Liane Hoffsmith

Rocky Hoopengardner and Cathy Smith
Steven Horn

Ruth and Ralph Houkom
Susan Lowell Humphreys



Suzy Hunt

Kirt ljams and Nancy Montoya

Dave and Laurie Ingram

Kenneth and Mary Lou Iserson

Anne Jablo

Jennifer Jenkins

Jo Anne Jenkins

Clark Johnson

Dorothy Johnson

Janet Jones

Camy Juarez

Jackie Kajos

Kearin Kasper

Ruth Kea

Barbara Kelly

Cathy Kerry

Ann Khambholja

Frank and Mary Ann King
Kathy Kinney

Donald Klein

Jackie and Dean Knobloch
Betty & Mike Knott

John and Donna Kolberg
Rena and Ricky Koprivnak
Sharon Krimmel

Vanessa Kroh

Len and Harriet Kronman
Patricia Kucharski
Bernard Kurtz

Bob and Stephanie La Loggia

Nicholas Lafata

Matt Landon and Julie Friberg

Martin and Ann Lapidus
Craig Liesegang

Julia Lindberg

Debbie Lingrey
Lawrence Lippert

Maxwell Loos

Doris Lowenfels

Gina Macaluso

Ned and Pat Mackey

Bridget Magee

Anthony and Jordyn Maldonado
Jon and Nancy Maldonado
Rene and Donald Malmgren
Ned and Peggy Mankin

Aneesh Manohar and Elizabeth Jenkins

Frank and Janet Marcus
Amber Mathewson

Susan Maxwell

Rose Mayer

Armando Mayorga

Kori McClain-Lee

Michael McComb

Janice McGinnis

Michael McGrath

Gary and Joyce McKay
William McKean

Dennis McLaughlin

Ken and Carol Mead

Jennie Merkle

Emily Meschter

Douglas Metcalf and Roberta Schorr
Kerry Milligan

Pitu Mirchandani

Malvin and Marjorie Mitchell
Zarin and Bruce Mitchell
Joseph Monaco

Nicholas Monaco

William and Adrianna Mordka
Judi Moreillon and Nick Vitale
Peter and Anne Morgan

Gail Mowen

Jacob Mueller



Elizabeth Nakashima

Elaine Nathanson

Raymond and Kathy Naylor
Frank and Eleanor Nelson
Thaivan Nguyen

Katrina Noble

Julie Norwood

Rita and Billy Olsen

Diane Paine

Wendy Palmer

Reynaldo Parker

Dave and Mary Parnell

Amy Parrott

Lori Patton

Laurie Paulsen

Marge Pellegrino

Janelle and John Perry
Frederick and Christine Petersen
Alenia Phillips

James and Violeta Phillips
Drew Sanders and Emily Phy
Aaron Pietsch

DiAnn Plunkett

Rita Pollak

Reid and Ellen Porter

Bruce and Sherri Porterfield
Peter Powers-Lake

Jerry and Colette Price
Barbara Pritchett

Nicole Ream

Norman and Becky Rebenstorf
Mary Anne Mayer Redmond
Allan and Nancy Resnick
Bobby Rich

Andy and Cheryl Ridgley
David Rivera

Roni Rivera-Ashford

Mary Roberts

Helen Robinson

Primitivo Robles

Larry and Bonnie Rogge
Shane Rood

Dennis Rosen

Herschel and Jill Rosenzweig
John and Carol Ross

Jen and Derek Roth Gordon
Sharon and Robert Rothblatt
Robin Rothe

Mark Rubin and Jane Wilson
Gerald and Carol Rucks
Nick Ruiz

Kay Rukasin

Jody S

Sandra Saad

David Sadker

Jim and Dee Ann Sakrison
Stuart Salasche

Mary and Andrew Sanchez
Paul and Becky Sandall

Jay and Andi Sanes

Carol Schlim-Thomason
Daniel Schmidt

Kenn Schmitt

Derek and Marsha Schull
Mary Jo Schwartz

Andy and Jennifer Scripps
Ric and Debbie Scripps
Ryan and Nancy Scripps
Scott Scripps

Vicki Seppala

Amanda Shauger

Jeffrey Shope

Side By Side Foundation
Michael Sihler



Janice Simons and David Spire
Abby Smith

Antoinette Smith

Keri Smith

Susan Smith

Tim and Carol Smith

Mike and Florence Solan
Dennis Sonifer

Brian and Nicole Sonnleitner
Lois Sostarich

Miguel Soto

Jilland Brian Sowell

Andrew Sparrow

Arlene Steinberg

Teresa Steward

Amy Stewart

Bruce and Jennifer |. Stewart
Miranda Stewart

Danyal Stoffle

Jim and Ellen Stoll

Gar and Pam Stone

“Sharon O’Brien

Stories That Soar”
Catherine Strittmatter
Georgette Stromenger
Diane Stuart

Jim and Laura Sullivan

Byron Taylor and Tara King-Taylor

Jean Taylor

Marion and B Brooks Taylor
Donald and Elissa Tempkin
Clifford Thompson

Sue Thorne

Walter and Carol Tornow
Allan and Diane Tractenberg
Steven Valencia

David Van Houten

Felix and Joan Vermette
Bill and Brenda Viner
Jenny Volpe

Josephine Volpe

Sandra Volpe

Santo Volpe

Bruce and Beverly Wagner
Joe and Judi Wagner
Gary Wakefield

Greg and Kim Wakefield
Charles Watts

Patricia Wiedhopf

Bill Wilkes and Sue Smith
Margaret Wilkie
Sharonda Williams
Harley Witt

Sheila and Allen Wolf
Anne Wood

Mark and Helene Woodhams
Linda Yerardi

Martha Young

Pat Young

Sean Young

Belinda Yslas

Sue Zimmerman

Agua Caliente Elementary School

Alphagraphics
Cecilia Alter

Altrusa International, Inc of Tucson

Anonymous
Barbara Arissa

Arizona Association Of Community

Managers
Ally Baehr



Alycia Baehr

Bill and Debbie Berk

Beta Sigma Phi Sorority
Bookmans Entertainment Exchange
Larry Dane Brimner

Catalina Foothills Lifestyle Magazine
Heather and Maurizio Celani
Jody Mackey

Tiffany Chandler

Child & Family Resources
Isabella Couture
Department Of Child Safety
Leila Duncan

Gail Falkoff

Fast Signs

Gayelynn Fischer

Flowing Wells High School Honor Society
Brian Forbes Powell

Nancy France

Lynn Fuller and Bob Gaare
Gudrun Godare

Riley Hankins

Karen Heffren

Diane Holliday

Helen Koehler

Lucia Konrath

Bonnie and Greg Kuykendall
Martin and Ann Lapidus
Lauffer Middle School

Craig Liesegang

Debbie Lingrey

Lowe's

Jason Miller and Ana Rios
Suzanne Mohs

National Bank of Arizona
Rita and Billy Olsen

Nancy Ostlund

Peace Vanguard

Peter Piper Pizza

Potbelly Sandwich Shop

Pam Pratt

Professional Computer Solutions
QuikTrip Corporation

Quincie Douglas Neighborhood Center Annex
Raising A Reader

Allan and Nancy Resnick

Mary Roberts

Helen Robinson

Salvation Army

Savers Tucson

Janice Simons and David Spire
Katy Smith

Soaring Heights Communities LLC
Ethel and Susan Staley

Bruce and Jennifer |. Stewart
Tanque Verde Elementary School
Byron Taylor and Tara King-Taylor
Glenda Thompson

Joyce Thornton

Allan and Diane Tractenberg
Treasures for Teachers of Tucson
Tucson Area Reading Council
Tucson Moms

United Way First Focus On Kids Quality
Improvement Subcommittee
Vail Education Center

Valley of The Moon

Alison VanDyke

Shannon Warren

Anne Wood

Erica Yngve



Ellinor Angel
Barbara Arissa
Enrique Aviles
Rhoda Babis
Ally Baehr
Kathy Bell

Roz Bishop
Alison Carter
Janet Castillo
Meagan Clark
RoseAnne Essig
Jackie Garcia
Rosalie Goll
Marie Graninger
Marilyn Grylls
Riley Hankins
liae Hess
Coleen Holliday
Suzy Hunt

Janet Jones
Jessica Kirsch
Patricia Kucharski
Ruby Ludwig
Bridget Magee
Rene Malmgren
Rose Mayer
Charl Maynard
Beth McClellan
Kiki Moore

Rita Olsen
Violeta Phillips
Rita Pollak
Colette Price
Allan Resnick
Nancy Resnick

Cheryl Ridgley
Mary Roberts
Helen Robinson
John Ross

Dee Ann Sakrison
Stuart Salasche
Natalie Sanchez
Andi Sanes

Derek Schull
Marsha Schull
Kay Spencer

Erica Swalec
Allan Tractenberg
Krystal Valenzuela
David Van Houten
Susan Wells
Debra Winstead
Anne Wood

Olivia Alicea

Len Altieri

Mary Jan Bancroft
Mary Barreras
Dominick Bartalone
Bill Borland

Emily Burdett
Maureen Cashin
Santino Celani

Citi

Meagan Clark
Isabella Couture
Fiona Davey
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base
Jane Decker
Andres Diaz



Executive Women International
Tom Farmer
Martina Finley
Nathan Firor

Amy Ford
Fernando Gonzalez
Sam Gordon
Gospel Rescue Mission of Tucson
Marie Graninger
Alexis Green

Dana Hammonds
Riley Hankins
Fredericka Hills
Coleen Holliday
Suzy Hunt
Ironwood Ridge High School Key Club
Kathy Kinney
Jessica Kirsch

Rylee LaBrue

Ally Landon
Madeline Landon
Matt Landon
Keshauna Lashley
Logan Lazalde
Craig Liesegang
Debbie Lingrey
Amanda Lipp
Aidan Lopez

Frank Lopez
Frankie Lopez
Becca Mellen

Joan Murray

Kathy Naylor
Raymond Naylor

[\ ETRVANCEL

Rita Olsen

Anne Marie Paz

Peace Vanguard
Nikki Potter
Daniel Ramirez
Johanie Ramirez
Nina Ramirez
Kathy Reilly

Ruth Reiman
Jessica Reis

Helen Robinson
Melina Rodriguez
Frances Romero
Andi Sanes

Emily Saxton
Heidi Saxton
Derek Schull
Marsha Schull
Caroline Shive
Stephan Shull
Mike Solan

Sarah Stanton
Maribeth Taylor
United Way First Focus On Kids Quality
Improvement Subcommittee
Krystal Valenzuela
James Walter
Carol Weinstein
Debra Winstead
Erin Woods
Samantha Woods
Camille Yaden
David Yaden



Mq kquy 700 N. Stone Ave.

Tucson, AZ 85705
for
www.makewayforbooks.org
.‘ s Our new phone no. 520-398-6451
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