MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS

The Early Literacy Resource Center for Southern Arizona

2012-2013 Annual Report
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Big sister Charlotte’s love of books began in the MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS Raising A Reader
program as a baby. Years later, Charotte shares her favorite books with her little sister

Emiy who is now a part of the same program. Together these sisters are doing much
more than reading children’s books; they are sharing stories that will change therr lives.
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MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS

The Early Literacy Resource Center for Southem Arizona

Dear Friends,

This year we celebrate MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS' 15" anniversary of empowering families,
children, and early childhood educators to make early literacy and reading a priority every
day. Overthelast 15 years we have served over 150,000 children and parents, placed 226,405
books into homes, and provided programs and opportunities for children to fall in love with
books and reading. We are grateful for the support and generosity of all of our volunteers,
donors, board members, advocates, and staff who make this impact possible.

Together we have made books available in homes, preschools, childcare centers, clinics,
WIC offices, and many other locations families frequent. We have provided professional
development and early literacy support to early childhood educators and home-care
providers. And we have empowered parents and families to make reading to their children
part of their daily routine. However, for every child, family, and educator that we have
impacted, there are still others waiting for assistance.

The need in our community is great. Three out of every four 4" graders in Arizona cannot read
proficiently. However, this problem beginslong before children enter 4™ grade. In Pima County
33% of children enter kindergarten not “ready to read.” Poverty amplifies achievement gaps
in Tucson where one in three children live in poverty. Learning inequalities become apparent
by age four when children from low-income families will have heard an average of 30 million
fewer words than their more affluent peers. Education is essential to the civic engagement,
productivity, and success of children who will be the future students, adults, and leaders of
our community.

Our commitment to a better community begins with an investment in the future of our children
who deserve the right to quality education and the early literacy skills necessary for success
before they step foot into a kindergarten classroom. With your continued support, we will
intensify our efforts to ensure that the children, families, and educators of southern Arizona
have ogcess to quality books, early literacy education, and a more equal opportunity to
succeed.

We graciously present our 2013 annual report and share our favorite MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS
stories; the stories that are truly changing lives.

With gratitude,

Mary Jan Bancroft g Jenny Volpe
% Founder ) Executive Director




MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS’ story starts
15 years ago at Pio Decimo where our
founder first volunteered and realized
that preschool centers and educators
needed more support. Pio Decimo had
very limited literacy resources and many
families did not have books at home.

Cheryl Ridgley has now been the
Storytime Reader at Pio Decimo for 10
years. Each week Cheryl brings stories
to life using puppets, rhymes, and
wonderful storytelling.

2012 - 2013 STORYTIME VOLUNTEERS

TEN YEARS PLUS 45 Storytime Volunteers
EIVE TO TEN YEARS read books weekly 1o

ONE TO FIVE YEARS
800 children in

40 preschools and
NEWEST

child-care centers. That's

VOLUNTEERS

] 5,240 minutes of

reading last year.
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Jada and her mother Jasmin first met MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS through Raising

A Reader. Each week Jada received a red book bag filled with four books
to take home, share, and return for a new set the following week. Jasmin and
Jada participated in activities and craft projects that built on the stories they
read together. Each week Jada took one book home to keep. After the first
class, Jasmin started recruiting her neighbors to bring their children as well.

“ Before Raising A
Reader, | fried to
read fo Jada oftfen,
buft it wasn't until
the program that

| learned how fo
make the books

come alive for her.
-Jasmin

The families in Jada and
Jasmin’s Raising A Reader
group grew close throughout
the 12 week program and
did noft want it to end.
Inspired by alove of reading,
and supplied with a special
lending library donated by
MWEFB, the families created
their own “Raising Our
Family” group that still reads
fogether ftoday. The mothers
at “Raising our Family” have
grown with their children
and the stories they have
shared are changing the
lives of not only the children
but also their parents, who
with increased confidence,
see themselves as their
child’s first, best teacher.

RAISING A READER

RUE

14 APARTMENT  100°FAMILIES
COMMUNITIES

150 4,800 BOOKS
CHILDREN CHEEKED
OouT
914 BOOKS

GIVEN AWAY



Book MA.GIC. (Making a
Giant Impact on Children)
is a biingual family literacy
program that reaches out
to famiies who often do
not have access to formal
chidcare by meeting them
in their homes, play groups,
parent classes, resource
centers and in other
community  settings.  The
Book MAGIC. program
empowers parents to be
their child’s first, best feacher
by providing them with early
iteracy information and
sirategies, take-home lbooks,
aoand engaging reading

readiness activities.
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LANGUAGE & CULTURE

In the MWFB Make Way for Babies & Toddlers program, families are educated
on the importance of reading to their children beginning at birth. New parents
receive kits filed with baby books, reading strategies, and early literacy
information. However, reading aloud can be a struggle for many new parents
who have limited English language skills. MWFB programs empower parents to
pass on the gift of their language and culture to their children by reading and
speaking to them in their primary home language.

MAKE WAY
FOR BABIES

MWEFB partners with Pima County Public Library to
provide new and gently used books at social service
agencies and medical clinics throughout Tucson and
southern Arizona. Families can enjoy books while
awaiting services and then take them home to keep.




For many families and childcare
centers, high-quality books are
not within budget. To make
books available in classrooms
and at home, MAKE WAY FOR
BOOKS provides classroom
collections of high-quality, age
appropriate books in multiple
languages as well as a large
lending library so that children
and parents can share stories
together at home.

“When | check out
books | like to read
them to my baby
brother,"

Desert Willow
Preschooler

.
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ITERACY

6,344 books added folending ftoraries &

ME

Last year

20,878

books were given
to take home throughout  to children to keep.

MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS

gives children free books

the year at preschool
and childcare centers,
family literacy programs,

and community events.
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MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS brings parents together to

celebrate books and reading. At Family Literacy Nights

MWEB offers reading strategies and activities to parents

659 parents & of varying literacy levels to get their children excited
863 children about lending libraries and reading at home.

aftended Family
Literacy Nights
Three
Reading 66 Centers
Chalenges

Up to the

2243 Excited
199 Children
Classrooms

MWEFB hosts reading
challenges to get families
and educators excited
about reading. Educators

; are challenged to read
five books to their children
§ for five days. In 2013, Mayor
g2 Rothschild joined the MWFB
" Reading Challenge at
Casita Feliz Daycare.
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MWEFB  supports early
childhood educators
throughout southern
Arizona by providing
one-on-one mentoring.
In 2012-2013, more
than 400 teachers
received consulting from
MWEFB Early Literacy
Consultants.  Throughout
the year, MWFB offered
30 different early literacy
workshops focusing on
reading strategies and
best practices, extension
activities, and early
iteracy and language
development in the
classroom.

W E ERINC
I

CLASSROOM

654 Early
Childhood
Educators

participated
in MWFB
Workshops

WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHT
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Going beyond traditional
storytimes, A Curious World:
Exploring and Discovering
through Books encourages
teachers and children to use
informational and narrative
books to discover their world
together and to answer
children’s burning questions.
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1 Jessica is one of many

i 2 B child-care providers in
L southern Arizonaworking
to make reading a

priority for the children

Ao = P she cares for at home.
w : At MWFB  workshops,

- : home-care providers
N like Jessica learn reading
strategies and tips to
help children develop
reading readiness
skills. They also receive
rotating kits with books,
reading extension
| activities, and  book
collections for children in

| their care.

5 : § “Ifeltcomfortableandvery
injog i '} welcome in this program
. and the group of women
you have already come to
i ‘ form a relationship with.
So R Py | loved to see the set up
T you had for the children.

g Thank you,” -Jessica

MWEFB offers bilingual quarterly workshops specifically tailored to home

providers throughout the year. These literacy cafecitos are an innovative

model that gives these professionals support and an opportunity to
share best practices.

MWEB SERVED

39 HOME PROVIDERS
WITH

205 CHILDREN
AND SUPPLIED
353 BOOKS




$1,000 SUPPORTS

$100 PLACES

30 HIGH- 30 UNDER-
QUALITY RESOURCED
NEW PAPER PARENTS WITH
BACK AND EARLY LITERACY
BOARD KITS

BOOKS INTO

THE HANDS

OF CHILDREN

HOW CAN YOUHELP
CHANGE A
LIFE?

$10, 000 PUTS
AN ENTIRE

EVERY GIFT, NO

MATTER THE LITERACY
SIZE, HELPS PROGRAM
MAKE WAY FOR IN TWO

BOOKS REACH
ANOTHER CHILD

YOU CAN MAKE YOUR GIFT IN SEVERAL WAYS:

ONLINE BY CREDIT CARD
Visit www.makewayforbooks.org and click on “*donate”

CREDIT CARD BY PHONE

PRESCHOOLS

Call MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS 520-721-2334
BY CHECK
Mail your check to MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS at 3955 E. Fort Lowell Road, Tucson, AZ 85712

MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS accepts gifts of marketable securities.
Please consider making MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS a part of your planned giving.

Making a Tribute Gift is a meaningful way to honor or pay memory to someone

special in your life.
MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. Conftributions are tax deductible as provided by law.
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2012-2013 Financials

Gifts In Kind
$116,773

Earned Revenue
$5,754
1%

Individual
Conftributions

Monica Farmer & Dicm®

Natalia Hoffmonﬁ&m\‘/lo/@ _Api T 'Fnb
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Brian Sonnleiner, BS., Preside
arol Paroase-lomow, PND e-Presoe
' ll Done Gigno ecrero
il M Tora King-Tavior, CP.ATrecsure
b Paul D. Bancroit, Esg
- eve Brong B.A
® ox, Ph.D., EQ
a Lindierg, Pn.D
A Macaluso P
ayne Peale D
ana Reyes, PN.D
Dee A QKISO
e c ewd B.A., Eme
Fundraising
$39,169
6%

Administrative
$88,349
12%

Grants
Programs
$553.449 $567,520
° 83%



% MAKE WAY FOR BOOKS Nonprofit Org

' US Postage
The Early Literacy Resource Center PAID

for Southem Arizona Tucson, AZ

Permit #2216
3955 E. Fort Lowell, Suite 114
Tucson, AZ 85712

" Ourmission isto foster and support fhe suceess of chjldren
in our community through culfivating the love of books and reodlng.

MAKEWAY FORBOCKS provides a full continuum of
early literacy education, programs, and resources to make

shoring DOOKS an important and enjoyable pCIIT of families’ Iiyes
Our NIghest priority is to serve f(]mlheS with young Cchildreneeeerh

) : fhrough fiv
ana ety childhood professionals n rdeseved o
areas throughout Tucson and southern Arizona.

Our vision s inat all farmiies and educators in ©Ur community

wil provide meaningful shared literacy expenences
for the young children in their lives.

As aresult, Qll children witenter school with the
necessary skills tobe successful and wilkeinspired and motivated
by a life-long love of books and reading.

MAKEWAY FORBOCOKS seeks to affect c;hongg by working fo establish a
solid foundation forthe YOUNg children in our community

We envision southem Arizona as a place where
all children will thrive. "




