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Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 

Activity #3: Pair the narrative book Good Night, Gorilla with Life-Size 

Zoo, and Life in the Wild. Ask children their opinions about what is  

happening in Good Night, Gorilla. Wonder with the children about the 

differences between the animals in Good Night, Gorilla and the animals 

in Life-Size Zoo and Life in the Wild. Discuss with the children whether 

or not the “real” animals in Life-Sized Zoo and Life in the Wild would 

act similarly to the animals in Good Night, Gorilla. (Language and Liter-

acy Standard: Strand 2; Concept 5; Indicator G. Approaches to Learning 

Standard: Strand 4; Concept 1; Indicators A & B) 

Other Books to Share 

 Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 

What Do You See?  

by Bill Martin Jr.  

 Good Night, Gorilla  

by Peggy Rathmann 

 Grumpy Bird  

by Jeremy Tankard 

 Life-Size Aquarium  

by Teruyuki Komiya 

 Animal ABC  

by Marcus Pfister 

 One Gorilla  

by Anthony Browne 

Activity #1: Size it up!: Provide children with various standard  

measuring tools (rulers, yardsticks, tape measures). Help them iden-

tify other non-standard units of measure (hands, beads, blocks, bod-

ies). Set up an invitation for children to measure, compare and con-

trast the different sizes of the animals in the book Life-Size Zoo. For  

example, use Unit Blocks to demonstrate how tall an elephant is  

(8 feet tall) in comparison to a giraffe (18 feet tall!). Children can 

also measure themselves in relation to 

the animals in the book. (Mathematics 

Standard: Strand 3; Concept 3; Indicators 

A, B, & C. Approaches to Learning Stand-

ard: Strand 1; Concept 2; Indicators A, B, 

& C) 

Activity #2: Have the book Creature ABC 

available and accessible for children 

throughout the day. Encourage children to 

identify the letter of the alphabet and the 

name of the animal associated with each 

picture. (Language and Literacy Standard: 

Strand 2; Concept 4; Indicators A-D.  

Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 5; 

Indicators A & C)  

Thematic Books 

 Actual Size by Steve Jenkins 

 Life-Size Zoo by Teruyuki  Komiya 

 Elephants: A Book for Children  

by David Henry and Steve Bloom 

 Creature ABC  

by Andrew Zuckerman   

 Life in the Wild by Nicky Munro 

Animals Kit  
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Activity #3: During free choice time, provide children with the opportunity to select narrative 

and informational books.  Children may ask a teacher or another child to share and explore 

the book with him or her.  Notice the children’s questions and support them in finding  

information from printed material.  This scaffolds children’s knowledge by accompanying and 

modeling how to find information in text. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 1; Concept 

3; Indicators A & B. Strand 2; Concept 1; Indicator B & E; Concept 5; Indicators A, G, H.)  

Other Books to Share 

 Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What 

Do You See?  

by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle 

 Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 

 The Lion and the Mouse  

by Jerry Pinkney 

 Chengdu Could not Would not 

fall asleep by Barney Saltzberg 

 Baby Bear counts one  

by Ashley Wolff 

 Lucky Ducklings: A True Rescue 

Story by Eva Moore and Nancy 

Carpenter 

 If You Were a Panda Bear  

by Wendell and Florence  

Minor 

Thematically Related Activities  

and Resources 

Baby Animals Kit  

Activity# 2:  Create an invitation for children by setting out animal props in your 

building  area. During free choice or centers, children can create a scene or tell a 

story using the props. Write down, record or take pictures of the stories children 

create. Provide a wide variety of writing materials for children to illustrate and 

write down their story in relation to the props. (Approaches to  

Learning Standard: Strand 4; Concept 1; Indicator C. Approaches to Learning  

Standard: Strand 5; Concept 1; Indicator C.)  

Activity #1: Create an invitation for  

children by combining Little Panda by  

Joanne Ryder with a stuffed panda or pup-

pet. During free choice time, children can  

re-create scenes from the book or re-tell the 

story using the props and other materials in 

the classroom. Write down, record, and/or take photos of children’s  

interactions as a means of telling/re-telling the story. (Approaches to 

Learning Standard: Strand 4; Concept 1; Indicator A. Language and  

Literacy Standard: Strand 2; Concept 5; Indicator I.) 

Thematic Books 

 ABC Zoo Borns! by Andrew Bleiman & Chris Eastman  

 Little Panda by Joanne Ryder 

 Panda Bear, Panda Bear, What Do You See? By Bill Martin 

 Zoo Borns! by Andrew Bleiman & Chris Eastman  

 Zoo Borns: The Next Generation by Andrew Bleiman &  

Chris Eastman  
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Activity #3: The book De Colores is based upon the song of the same 

name. The song is sung in Spanish and the book is written in both  

Spanish and English. After reading this book with the children, either in 

English or Spanish, play the song for the children while following along 

in the book. After many readings, place the book and music in an area 

in your environment where the children can listen to the song and read along with the book 

on their own. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A & B.  

Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 1; Concepts 1; Indicator B.)  

Other Books to Share 

 Book Fiesta by Pat Mora 

 De Colores by David Diaz 

 Dog’s Colorful Day  

by Emma Todd 

 Eyelike Colors by PlayBac 

 Fiesta by Ginger Fogelsong Guy 

 Seven Blind Mice by Ed Young  

 The Black Book of Colors/El 

Libro Negro de los Colores  

by Menena Cottin 

 The Artist Who Painted a Blue 

Horse by Eric Carle 

 Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll 

Walsh 

Activity #2 Making Rainbows and movement: Invite children to make colorful windsocks 

using streamers. With the children, measure out a piece of streamer the length of their arm. 

Ask the child to cut the steamer. Repeat with each color. Tape all the colors together on one 

end, leaving the other end free. The children can use their “rainbow” to dance with while 

singing “Rainbow ‘Round Me” by Bev Boss or enjoy frolicking outside.  (Fine Arts Standard: 

Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-C. Strand 2; Concept 1; Indicators B, C, & D. Approaches to 

Learning Standard: Strand 4; Concept 1; Indicator C.)  

Activity #1 Explore Your world!: Take the children outside to your play 

area. Talk about the different colors they see. Look for the same colors 

that the owl saw. Invite the children to wonder and be amazed just like 

Owl. Model for them by saying, something like. “Wow! I see the blue 

sky!” Ask children to share what they are seeing. (Social Studies  

Standard: Strand 2; Concept 3; Indicator B. Approaches to Learning 

Standard: Strand 1; Concept 2; Indicators A-C.)  

Thematic Books 

 Green by Laura Vaccaro Seeger 

 Little Blue and Little Yellow   

by Ellen Stoll Walsh 

 Southwest Colors   

by Andrea Helman 

 Wow! Said the Owl  

by Tim Hopgood 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

               Color Kit 
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Activity #3: Allow children to collect and explore found materials.  

Encourage children to express their creativity as they discover, 

collect, sort, arrange, experiment, and think with found and recy-

clable items. (Approaches to Learning Standard, Strand 4; Con-

cept 1 ; Indicator A. Fine Arts Standard; Strand 1; Concept 1; Indi-

cators A-D.) 

Other Books to Share 

 Duck on a Bike/Pato Va en Bici  

by David Shannon 

 What Can You Do with a Paleta  

by Carmen Tafolla 

 What Can You Do with a  

Rebozo by Carmen Tafolla 

 Harold and the Purple Crayon 

by Crocket Johnson 

 What We Wear: Dressing Up 

Around the World  

by Maya Ajmera 

A Professional Resource 

Beautiful Stuff  

by Cathy Weisman Topal 

Activity #2:  Model the processes described in the book (tear, shred, snip,  

wrinkle, crumple, and rip paper). Create a space and provide materials for the  

children to explore these processes. Invite the children to dictate or use  

invented writing to tell any stories that relate. Record the process with photographs.  

Children may decide to tell a realistic story or they may choose to tell an imaginative 

story that relates to the shapes. Glue is generally not provided for this activity unless  

requested. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 3; Concept 1; Indicators A, B, C & 

E. Fine Arts Standard, Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-D.)  

Activity #1: Provide an invitation for children to make their own version 

of Perfect Square. Have the children illustrate and dictate their story to 

you, or allow them to use invented writing to make their own version. 

Bind the pages to create the book by using a hole punch and yarn or 

your preferred method. Share the children’s with them  

frequently. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 2; Concept 1;  

Indicators B & C.  Concept 2; Indicator C, Concept 4; Indicator D. Strand 

3; Concept 1 Indicators A, B, C, E, F, G.)  

Thematic Books 

 Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg 

 A Closer Look by Mary McCarthy 

 Perfect Square by Michael Hall 

 To Be an Artist by Maya Ajmera 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Creativity Kit  
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Activity #3 My Family/Mi Familia Board: Create a family board 

in your learning environment that includes photos of your chil-

dren and their families. Invite the children and families to talk 

about the photos (who’s in the photo, where it was taken, or a 

special memory  associated with it.) Write these stories down 

and post them with the photos.  (Social Studies Standard: 

Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-F. Approaches to Learning 

Standard: Strand 3; Concepts 1; Indicators A & B.)  

Other Books to Share 

 Peter’s Chair by Ezra Jack Keats 

 The Napping House  

by Audrey Wood 

 Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems 

 Icy Watermelon  

by Mary Sue  Galindo  

 Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 

 Families by Ann Morris 

 Little Treasures: Endearments 

from Around the World by Chris 

Raschka 

 One Special Day by Lola M. 

Schaefer/Jessica Meserve 

Activity #2:  My Big Brother is written from the younger sibling’s point of view. Have the  

children tell their own story from their perspective. Allow children to snap photos of their world. 

These photos can be printed and added to a class created book. Write down the children’s stories 

about their photos on 3x5 index cards and add them to the class book. Allow children to write 

their own stories as well, using scribbles and inventive writing. If a camera is unavailable, children 

can draw their own pictures. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 3; Concept 1;  

Indicators A-E. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 2; Concept 1; Indicators A-C.)  

Activity #1: Chapter three of the professional  

resource book Beautiful Stuff contains the section 

“A Study of Faces.” Use this section to help foster  

children’s interest in self representation as well as 

representations of their families. (Social Studies 

Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-F.  

Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 4;  

Concept 1; Indicators A-C.)  

Thematic Books 

 Fred Stays with Me  

by Nancy Coffelt 

 My Big Brother by Valorie Fisher 

 Our Grandparents by Maya Ajmera 

 You and Me Together  

by Barbara Kerley  

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Family Kit  



Ex
am

p
le

s 
fo

r 
R

ep
ea

te
d

 In
te

ra
cti

ve
 R

ea
d

in
g 

Fa
m

ily
 K

it
 

M
y 

B
ig

 B
ro

th
er

  

B
y 

V
al

o
ri

e 
Fi

sh
er

 

Su
gg

e
sti

o
n

s 
o

n
 W

h
at

 t
o

 D
o

 
Te

ac
h

e
r’

s 
R

o
le

 
In

d
ic

at
o

rs
 in

 C
h

ild
re

n
 

A
D

E 
St

an
d

ar
d

 

  

  

G
e

tti
n

g 
th

e
 c

h
ild

re
n

  

re
ad

y 
to

 li
st

e
n

 

In
vi

te
 t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 t
o

 p
o

n
d

er
 w

h
y 

th
er

e 
is

 o
n

ly
 a

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f 

so
m

eo
n

e’
s 

fe
et

 o
n

 t
h

e 
fr

o
n

t 
co

ve
r.

 

A
sk

 t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 t

o
 t

h
in

k 
ab

o
u

t 
w

h
o

se
 f

ee
t 

ar
e 

p
h

o
to

gr
ap

h
ed

. 

C
h

ild
re

n
 id

en
ti

fy
 t

h
e 

fr
o

n
t 

co
ve

r 
o

f 

th
e 

b
o

o
k 

an
d

 h
o

ld
 it

 r
ig

h
t 

si
d

e 
u

p
. 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: S

tr
an

d
 2

; 
 

C
o

n
ce

p
t 

2
; I

n
d

ic
at

o
rs

 A
-C

. 

  

      

D
u

ri
n

g 
Fi

rs
t 

 

In
te

ra
cti

ve
 R

e
ad

in
g 

O
n

 e
ac

h
 p

ag
e 

is
 a

 p
h

o
to

 o
f 

th
e 

b
ig

 b
ro

th
er

. A
sk

 t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 

w
h

o
  t

h
ey

 t
h

in
k 

is
 t

el
lin

g 
th

e 
st

o
ry

/f
ro

m
 w

h
o

se
 p

o
in

t 
o

f 

vi
e

w
 t

h
e 

st
o

ry
 is

 b
ei

n
g 

to
ld

. 

  

W
it

h
 p

ro
m

p
ti

n
g 

an
d

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

, c
h

ild
re

n
 

id
en

ti
fy

 c
h

ar
ac

te
rs

 in
 a

 s
to

ry
. 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y:

 

St
ra

n
d

 2
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
5

; 
 

In
d

ic
at

o
r 

B
. 

O
n

 e
ac

h
 p

ag
e 

is
 a

 p
h

o
to

 o
f 

th
e 

b
ig

 b
ro

th
er

 d
o

in
g 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

yo
u

n
ge

r 
si

b
lin

g.
 A

sk
 t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 w
h

at
 is

 t
h

e 
b

ig
 

b
ro

th
er

 d
o

in
g 

w
it

h
 h

is
 y

o
u

n
ge

r 
si

b
lin

g.
  

W
it

h
 p

ro
m

p
ti

n
g 

an
d

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

, c
h

ild
re

n
 

id
en

ti
fy

 e
ve

n
ts

 in
 a

 s
to

ry
. 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: S

tr
an

d
 2

; 
 

C
o

n
ce

p
t 

5
: I

n
d

ic
at

o
r 

B
. 

A
t 

th
e 

en
d

 o
f 

th
e 

st
o

ry
, p

o
in

t 
o

u
t 

to
 t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 t
h

e 
p

er
so

n
 

b
ei

n
g 

sh
o

w
n

 in
 t

h
e 

m
ir

ro
r.

 A
sk

 t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
is

 

p
er

so
n

? 
Sa

y 
to

 t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
, “

I w
o

n
d

er
 if

 t
h

is
 is

 t
h

e 
 

p
er

so
n

 w
h

o
 is

 t
el

lin
g 

th
e 

st
o

ry
. W

h
at

 is
 t

h
ei

r 
p

o
in

t 
o

f 

vi
e

w
?”

 

W
it

h
 p

ro
m

p
ti

n
g 

an
d

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

, c
h

ild
re

n
 

as
k 

an
d

 a
n

sw
er

 q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
ab

o
u

t 
 

st
o

ri
e

s 
re

ad
 a

lo
u

d
. 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y:

 

St
ra

n
d

 2
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
5

; 
 

In
d

ic
at

o
r 

C
. 

  

   

D
u

ri
n

g 
Su

b
se

q
u

e
n

t 

In
te

ra
cti

ve
 R

e
ad

in
gs

 

H
el

p
 t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 m
ak

e 
co

n
n

e
cti

o
n

s 
b

et
w

e
en

 t
h

e 
b

o
o

k 
an

d
 

th
ei

r 
ro

le
s 

in
 t

h
ei

r 
o

w
n

 f
am

ili
es

. A
sk

 if
 t

h
ey

 a
re

 a
 b

ig
 o

r 

litt
le

 b
ro

th
er

 o
r 

si
st

er
. A

sk
 c

h
ild

re
n

 w
h

at
 o

th
er

 f
am

ily
 

m
e

m
b

er
s 

th
ey

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
(c

o
u

si
n

s,
 a

u
n

ts
, u

n
cl

es
, g

ra
n

d
-

p
ar

en
ts

).
 

In
 t

h
e 

b
o

o
k,

 t
h

e 
b

ig
 b

ro
th

er
 e

n
te

rt
ai

n
s 

h
is

 li
tt

le
 s

is
te

r 
w

it
h

 

m
an

y 
ac

ti
vi

ti
e

s.
 A

sk
 t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 w
h

at
 t

h
ey

 e
n

jo
y 

d
o

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
ei

r 
fa

m
ili

e
s.

 

C
h

ild
re

n
 t

al
k 

ab
o

u
t 

th
ei

r 
o

w
n

 f
am

ili
es

 

an
d

 d
ra

w
 c

o
n

n
ec

ti
o

n
s 

b
et

w
ee

n
  

th
em

se
lv

e
s 

an
d

 t
h

e 
st

o
ry

. 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y:

 

St
ra

n
d

 2
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
5

; 
 

In
d

ic
at

o
r 

D
. 



 

Other Books to Share 

 City Dog and Country Frog  

by Mo Willems 

 Knuffle Bunny/Conejito 

Knuffle  

by Mo Willems 

 Happy by Miles Van Hout 

 Grumpy Bird  

by Jeremy Tankard 

 The Foolish Tortoise  

by Eric Carle 

 A Cat and a Dog by Claire 

Masurel 

 Bear Feels Scared by Karma 

Wilson & Jane Chapman  

Activity #2  Rhyme, rhyme, rhyme with me: Once the story is 

over, show them some of the rhyming pairs, and sing a song 

(example below) or play a game with the group using the pairs 

from the story. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 2; Con-

cept 3; Indicator C.) 

Song: 

Rhyme with Me (to the tune of “Skip to My Lou”) 

As you sing the song, when you get to the blanks, hold up the rhyming 

pictures, so that the children can insert the rhyming words.  After  

singing a couple of the times, ask the group if they can think of any  

other rhyming pairs. 

Rhyme, Rhyme, Rhyme with me (X 3) 

Rhyme along with me. 

__________ and ___________are rhymes you see (X 3) 

Rhyme along with me. 

Activity #1: Play Llama, Llama, Pajama. This game is played like Duck, 

Duck, Goose but instead of saying Duck, Duck, Goose, have the  

children say Llama, Llama, pajama. Encourage the children to invent 

other rhyming pairs for the game (drink-sink, phone-moan, doing-boo 

hooing). (Language and Literacy Standard, Strand 2; Concept 3;  

Indicators B, & C.) 

Thematic Books 

 A Kiss Means I Love You by Kathryn Madeline  

 Llama Llama Mad at Mama by  Anna Dewdney 

 Llama Llama Red Pajama  

by Anna Dewdney 

 Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 

 You and Me Together: Moms, Dads, and Kids Around the 

World  by Barbara Kerley  

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Feelings Kit  
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Activity #2  Helping Hands: Turn back to the title page in Lion and the Mouse and 

point out the illustration of the mouse in the lion’s footprint. Use your hand to 

help demonstrate the difference in size. Help each child trace around his or her hand and write 

their name on the back.  Ask them to tell you some way they can help a 

grown-up at their house.  Write what the child says on the front of the hand 

shape. Later, cut out each hand shape and display them in an area where the  

children can see and read them, preferably at children’s eye level. (Social 

Studies Standard: Strand 2; Concept 2; Indicators A & G. Approaches to 

Learning Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators B & C.)  

Other Books to Share 

 A Splendid Friend, Indeed  

by Suzanne Bloom 

 The Bear Who Shared  

by Catherine Rayner 

 Grumpy Bird  

by Jeremy Tankard 

 To Be A Kid/Ser Niño  

by Maya   Ajmera 

 Carrot Soup by John Segal 

 Chester’s Way  

by Kevin Henkes 

 Toot and Puddle  

by Holly Hobbie 

 The Best Friends Book  

by Todd Parr 

Activity #1 “I Can Help” game: For this activity you will need a large 

space for the children to run. You may want to designate an area they 

must stay within by using sports cones.  For the 1st round of the 

game, the teacher can be “it”. Holding a soft ball or puppet in her 

hand, she will gently tag the children with the ball one at a time. A 

child who is tagged will become frozen. He will stand with his legs 

apart with his hands on his head and say “Help me, help me! I’m 

stuck in the mud!” Another child will run over to the “frozen” child, 

crawl beneath him through his legs and say “I can help!” The “frozen” 

child is now unfrozen and the game continues. Pause the game about 

every 1-2 minutes to allow different children the opportunity to be 

“it”. Tagging with a soft ball or puppet helps to prevent children from 

pushing or tagging too hard. (Physical Development, Health and  

Safety Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-D. Approaches to 

Learning Standard: Strand 2; Concept 1; Indicator B.)   

Thematic Books 

 A Cat and a Dog by Claire Masurel 

 Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle 

 I Can Help by David Hyde Costello 

 Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkey 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Friendship Kit 
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Activity #3:  Set up an invitation for the children using dramatic play fruit with 

the book Go, Go Grapes. Children can compare the characteristic of the pre-

tend fruit with photos of actual fruit in the book.  

Read the chants in the book as the children play, inviting them to 

chime in.  (Social Studies Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators  

A-F. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 3; Concepts 1;  

Indicators A & B.)  

Other Books to Share: 

 Little Red Hen Makes a Pizza  

by Philomen Sturges 

 Carrot Soup by John Sega 

 Rah, Rah, Radishes  

by April Pulley Sayre 

 The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

by Eric Carle 

 Eating the Alphabet  

by Lois Ehlert 

 Rah, Rah, Radishes!  

By April Pulley Sayre 

 Let’s Go Nuts by April Pulley 

Sayre 

Activity #2 How Does Your Garden Grow?: There are several, easy-to-grow vegetables 

you can use to create a garden. Using the book Grow It, Cook It as a reference, select 

with the children items you would like to try to grow. The book also has easy,             

child-friendly recipes. The vegetable you grow can be used in the recipes you create or, 

if you are short on time, you can purchase vegetables from the store. Pair this book 

with the realistic books Rah, Rah, Radishes: A Vegetable Chant and Up, Down, and 

Around. (Science Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-E. Approaches to Learning 

Standard: Strand 5; Concept 1; Indicators A-C.)  

Activity #1 Cooking with Kids: Create a recipe based on the theme of one of 

the books. After reading Carrot Soup or Little Red Hen Makes a Pizza with 

your children, use the book as a reference for creating your recipe. If you 

are unable to cook items in your learning environment, combine the  

ingredients together with the children and send the item home with the 

families to heat or cook! To make cooking more community oriented, ask 

families to donate one item that could be added to a dish. (Social Studies 

Standard: Strand 2; Concept 2; C. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 

3; Concept 1; Indicator A-C.) 

Thematic Books: 

 Grow It, Cook It by DK Publishing 

 Up, Down, and Around  

by Katherine Ayres 

 Go, Go, Grapes  

by April Pulley Sayre  

 Let’s Eat! by Ana Zamorano 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Grow It, Eat It Kit  
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Activity #3:  Set up an invitation for children to draw their own beetles. Encourage 

children to share characteristics of their beetles with you. What color is the beetle? 

How many legs, wings, eyes, or antennae does it have? How does the beetle protect 

itself (glow in the dark, squirts hot water, smells stinky, makes a loud noise, etc.)? 

Help the children label parts of their beetles as done in The Beetle Book. (Language and Literacy 

Standard: Strand 1; Concept 3; Indicators A-C.)  

*The Beetle Book contains an index in the back of the book. Model using this resource to find  

information about a beetle. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators E.)  

Other Books to Share 

 Life-Size Zoo  

by Teruyuki Komiya 

 Actual Size  

by Steve Jenkins 

 I Love Bugs 

by Emma Dodd 

 A Butterfly Is Patient by 

Dianna Hutts Aston &  

Sylvia Long 

 Am I an Insect? By Kristine 

Duehl & Katy Castronovo 

 About Insects by Cathryn 

Sill & John Sill 

Activity #2: Have magnifying glasses, microscopes, and bug catchers available in your outdoor 

learning environment. Provide children with writing materials (paper, markers, clipboards, etc.). 

After reading the books Step Out Gently and Hey, Little Ant, invite children to notice the  

insects that live in their outdoor environment. Encourage the children to look closely at the  

insects using the magnifiers and bug catchers, while being very gentle so as not to harm the  

insects. Invite the children to create stories and draw pictures of the insects they find. (Language and Literacy Standard: 

Strand 2; Concept 5; Indicator D. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 5; Concept 1; Indicators A-C.)  

Activity #1 Insect Actual Size: Set out a collection of toy 

bugs and the non-fiction books The Beetle Book, Step Out 

Gently, and Actual Size. Engage the children in comparing 

the toy bugs (which are the actual size of the bugs) with 

the photos and illustrations in the books. Children can 

compare size, shape, color, amount of legs, etc.  Children 

can also sort insect vs. non-insect with support.   (Science Standard: Strand 1; 

Concept 1; Indicators A-E. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 1; Concept 2; 

Indicator A-C) 

Thematic Books 

 Bugs Galore by Peter Stein 

 Hey, Little Ant  

by Phillip & Hannah Hoose 

 Step Out Gently by Helen Frost  

 The Beetle Book by Steve Jenkins 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Insects Kit 
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Activity #3:  Share the horse puppet with the children. Using the puppet as a 

prop, describe the horse, expanding on the descriptions used in the book, Are 

You a Horse? (an animal, has legs, does not lay eggs, is clean, fast, etc.). Using 

Life-Size Farm as a reference, describe other farm animals with the children.   

*Life-Size Farm includes a table of contents at the beginning of the book.  

Model using this resource for the children. (Science Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicator B) 

Other Books to Share 

 Gallop! by Rufus Butler Seder  

 The Tortoise and the  

Jackrabbit by Susan Lowell 

 The Three Little Javelinas  

by Susan Lowell 

 B is for Buckaroo: A Cowboy 

Alphabet by Gleaves Whit-

ney, Louise Doak Whitley, & 

Susan Guy 

 Charlie the Ranch Dog by Ree 

Drummond & Diane de Groat 

 Farm by Alisha Cooper 

Activity #2: Share the book Gallop! by Rufus Butler Seder. Talk about which of the animals in the book the  

children might see on a ranch.  Act our the animals’ movements with the children and add other ranch animal 

movements as well. As you act out movements to a pony, sing the song “I Love to Ride my Pony” which can be 

found at http://cowboykids.nationalcowboymuseum.org/song_pony.html. (Fine Arts Standard: Strand 2; Concept 

1; Indicators A-D) (Science Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-E. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 

5; Concept 1; Indicators A-C.)  

Activity #1:   Informally share Cowboy Up! Ride the Navajo Rodeo and 

Cowboys: Roundup On An American Ranch.  Invite the children to draw 

connections from story events to personal experiences.  Provide children 

with art and writing materials to tell their own stories.  Model the writing 

process as children dictate their stories. (Language & Literacy Standard: 

Strand 3; Concept 1; Indicators A-G. Social Studies Standard: Strand 1; 

Concept 1; Indicators A-F & Strand 2; Concept 1, Indicator A) (Social  

Studies Standard: Strand 2; Concept 2; C. Approaches to Learning  

Standard: Strand 3; Concept 1; Indicator A-C) 

Thematic Books 

 Are You a Horse? by Andy Rash 

 Life-Size Farm by Teruyuki Komiya  

 Cowboy Up!  Ride the Navajo Rodeo  

by Nancy Bo Flood & Jan Sonnemair 

 Cowboys: Roundup On An American Ranch  

by Joan Anderson & George Ancona 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Ranching Kit  

http://cowboykids.nationalcowboymuseum.org/song_pony.html


  

Ex
am

p
le

s 
fo

r 
R

ep
ea

te
d

 In
te

ra
cti

ve
 R

ea
d

in
g 

R
an

ch
in

g 
K

it
 

A
re

 Y
o

u
 A

 H
o

rs
e?

 B
y 

A
n

a 
Za

m
o

ra
n

o
   

   
 

Su
gg

e
sti

o
n

s 

o
n

 W
h

at
 t

o
 

D
o

 

Te
ac

h
e

r’
s 

R
o

le
 

In
d

ic
at

o
rs

 in
 C

h
ild

re
n

 
A

D
E 

St
an

d
ar

d
 

  

  G
e

tti
n

g 
th

e
 

ch
ild

re
n

  

re
ad

y 
to

 

lis
te

n
 

B
u

ild
 a

n
ti

ci
p

ati
o

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

st
o

ry
.  

In
tr

o
d

u
ce

 t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 t

o
 t

h
e 

m
ai

n
 c

h
ar

ac
te

r 
in

 

th
e 

b
o

o
k 

A
re

 Y
o

u
 a

 H
o

rs
e?

 P
o

in
t 

to
 t

h
e 

b
o

y 
o

n
 t

h
e 

fr
o

n
t 

co
ve

r.
 “

Th
is

 is
 R

o
y 

an
d

 h
e 

d
o

es
n

’t
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at

 a
 h

o
rs

e 
lo

o
ks

 li
ke

.”
 P

o
in

t 
to

 a
n

d
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

 

va
ri

o
u

s 
ta

ils
, p

aw
s,

 a
n

d
 c

la
w

s 
an

d
 a

sk
 if

 t
h

at
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

a 
h

o
rs

e.
  A

sk
 

ch
ild

re
n

 t
o

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
w

h
at

 a
 h

o
rs

e 
lo

o
ks

 li
ke

. P
u

ll 
a 

p
lu

sh
 h

o
rs

e 
/p

u
p

p
et

 o
u

t 
o

f 

th
e 

ki
t 

an
d

 e
xp

an
d

 t
h

e 
d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 w

h
ile

 lo
o

ki
n

g 
at

 t
h

e 
h

o
rs

e.
 

 

W
it

h
 m

o
d

el
in

g 
an

d
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
, c

h
ild

re
n

 

u
se

 a
ge

-a
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
e 

vo
ca

b
u

la
ry

  a
cr

o
ss

 

m
an

y 
to

p
ic

 a
re

as
 u

si
n

g 
d

e
sc

ri
p

ti
ve

 

w
o

rd
s.

  

C
h

ild
re

n
 m

ak
e 

re
le

va
n

t 
re

sp
o

n
se

s 
to

 

q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
an

d
 c

o
m

m
en

ts
 f

ro
m

 o
th

er
s.

 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: 

St
ra

n
d

  1
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
2

; I
n

d
ic

at
o

rs
 A

 -
 

H
 &

  

C
o

n
ce

p
t 

3
; I

n
d

ic
at

o
r 

A
. 

  

      D
u

ri
n

g 
Fi

rs
t 

In
te

ra
cti

ve
 

R
e

ad
in

g 

P
o

in
t 

to
 c

er
ta

in
 il

lu
st

ra
ti

o
n

s 
to

 h
el

p
 c

h
ild

re
n

  e
xp

an
d

 t
h

ei
r 

vo
ca

b
u

la
ry

.  
 

Fo
r 

ex
am

p
le

, s
ay

, “
 H

er
e’

s 
th

e
 r

u
st

 o
n

 t
h

e 
w

ag
o

n
 w

h
er

e 
th

e 
p

ai
n

t 
h

as
 c

o
m

e 

o
ff

.”
 “

H
er

e’
s 

th
e 

st
ri

p
e

s 
o

n
 t

h
e 

ze
b

ra
. D

o
e

s 
an

yo
n

e 
h

av
e 

st
ri

p
es

 o
n

 t
h

ei
r 

cl
o

th
in

g 
to

d
ay

? 
“ 

Th
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 a

n
d

 u
se

  

in
cr

ea
si

n
gl

y 
co

m
p

le
x 

vo
ca

b
u

la
ry

.  

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: 

St
ra

n
d

 1
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
3

; I
n

d
ic

at
o

rs
 A

-

C
.  

H
el

p
 c

h
ild

re
n

 e
xp

an
d

 t
h

ei
r 

vo
ca

b
u

la
ry

 b
y 

m
ak

in
g 

co
n

n
ec

ti
o

n
s 

to
 t

h
ei

r 
liv

e
s 

an
d

 

ro
u

ti
n

es
.  

W
h

en
 t

h
e 

lio
n

 a
p

p
e

ar
s 

in
 t

h
e 

st
o

ry
, t

el
l t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 t
h

at
 w

h
en

 t
h

ey
 

ju
m

p
 a

n
d

 r
u

n
 a

ro
u

n
d

 o
u

ts
id

e 
th

ey
 a

re
 r

o
m

p
in

g 
ju

st
 li

ke
 a

 li
o

n
.  

U
se

 t
h

e 
w

o
rd

, 

“r
o

m
p

“ 
in

 c
o

n
te

xt
 t

h
ro

u
gh

o
u

t 
th

e 
w

ee
k.

   

Th
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 a

n
d

 u
se

  

in
cr

ea
si

n
gl

y 
co

m
p

le
x 

vo
ca

b
u

la
ry

.  

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: 

St
ra

n
d

 1
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
3

; I
n

d
ic

at
o

rs
 A

-

C
.  

A
t 

th
e 

en
d

 o
f 

th
e 

st
o

ry
 w

h
en

 R
o

y 
is

 g
o

in
g 

th
ro

u
gh

 h
is

 c
h

ec
kl

is
t 

o
f 

w
h

at
 a

 h
o

rs
e 

 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e,

 p
o

in
t 

to
 e

ac
h

 il
lu

st
ra

ti
o

n
 t

h
at

 h
el

p
s 

h
im

 e
va

lu
at

e
 t

h
e 

d
iff

er
en

t 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
sti

cs
 a

s 
yo

u
 t

al
k 

ab
o

u
t 

th
em

.  
 

Th
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 a

n
d

 u
se

  

in
cr

ea
si

n
gl

y 
co

m
p

le
x 

vo
ca

b
u

la
ry

.  

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: 

St
ra

n
d

 1
;  

C
o

n
ce

p
t 

3
; I

n
d

ic
at

o
rs

 A
-C

.  

    

D
u

ri
n

g 
 

Su
b

se
q

u
e

n
t 

 

In
te

ra
cti

ve
 

R
e

ad
in

gs
 

U
se

 t
h

e 
la

n
gu

ag
e 

p
att

er
n

, “
 A

  c
ac

tu
s 

is
 a

 p
la

n
t 

b
u

t 
a 

h
o

rs
e 

is
 a

n
 ..

an
im

al
; a

 s
lo

th
 is

 

sl
o

w
 b

u
t 

a 
h

o
rs

e 
is

 ..
..

fa
st

; a
n

 o
w

l l
ay

s 
eg

gs
 b

u
t 

a 
h

o
rs

e 
d

o
e

sn
't

 n
o

t 
la

y 
eg

gs
,  

an
d

 s
o

 o
n

.  

W
it

h
 m

o
d

el
in

g 
an

d
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
, u

se
s 

 

in
cr

ea
si

n
gl

y 
co

m
p

le
x 

p
h

ra
se

s 
an

d
  

se
n

te
n

ce
s.

 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: 

St
ra

n
d

 1
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
2

; I
n

d
ic

at
o

rs
 H

.  

A
ft

er
 r

ea
d

in
g,

 a
sk

 o
th

er
 a

n
im

al
 p

u
p

p
et

s 
an

d
 o

th
er

 p
ro

p
s 

if
 t

h
ey

 a
re

 a
 h

o
rs

e.
  H

av
e 

th
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
th

e 
re

sp
o

n
se

 t
h

at
 t

h
e 

an
im

al
 w

o
u

ld
 g

iv
e.

 F
o

r 
ex

am
p

le
,  

an
 in

se
ct

 m
ig

h
t 

sa
y,

 “
N

o
 I’

m
 n

o
t 

a 
h

o
rs

e,
 a

 h
o

rs
e 

is
 b

ig
 a

n
d

 I 
am

 li
tt

le
.  

A
 h

o
rs

e 

h
as

 e
ar

s 
an

d
 I 

h
av

e 
an

te
n

n
ae

.”
  M

o
d

el
 t

h
e 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
p

att
er

n
 fi

rs
t 

w
it

h
 a

 p
ro

p
.  

 

W
it

h
 m

o
d

el
in

g 
an

d
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
, u

se
s 

 

in
cr

ea
si

n
gl

y 
co

m
p

le
x 

p
h

ra
se

s 
an

d
  

se
n

te
n

ce
s.

 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

si
m

ila
ri

ti
e

s 
 

b
et

w
e

en
 o

b
je

ct
s 

o
r 

liv
in

g 
th

in
gs

. 

La
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 L

it
er

ac
y 

St
an

d
ar

d
: 

St
ra

n
d

 1
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
2

; I
n

d
ic

at
o

rs
 H

 . 

Sc
ie

n
ce

: S
tr

an
d

 1
; C

o
n

ce
p

t 
1

; 
 

In
d

ic
at

o
r 

D
 &

E.
 



 

Activity #3: While in your outdoor learning environment, be aware of the desert animals around 

you and the children. As the children are playing outside, point out some of the animals you see. 

Refer back to the books you have been sharing with the children, such as, “I remember seeing a 

picture of Anna’s Hummingbird in our book.” If you have access to a camera, take pictures of the 

animals you see outside. Allow the children to take pictures as well, as this allows for many 

different perspectives. Print out the pictures and document with the children the desert animals 

you have observed. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 3; Concept 1; Indicators  

A-C. Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 2; Concepts 1; Indicators A-C.)  

Other Books to Share 

 Book Fiesta by Pat Mora 

 There Was a Coyote who  

Swallowed a Flea by Jennifer 

Ward 

 Way Out in the Desert by T.J. 

Marsh & Jennifer Ward 

 The Seed and the Giant Sa-

guaro  by Jennifer Ward 

 Josefina Javelina: A Hairy Tale 

by Susan Lowell 

Informational Text to Share 

Desert Dwellers: Southwest  

Animals from A-Z Flashcards by 

Julie Rustad 

Activity #2: After repeated interactive readings of the books in the kits, set up 

an invitation for the children to retell the desert stories using finger puppets. 

Place books and finger puppets together in a place in your learning environ-

ment that is accessible to children. Allow the children to pour over the books 

and use them as a reference in re-telling the stories or creating one of their 

own. (Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 2; Concept 5; Indicator I.  

Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicator A-C.)  

Activity #1 Desert Dwellers Cards: These cards can be used to ask as well 

as answer children’s questions about the animals that live in the  

desert around us. Play a game and ask the children simple, open-ended 

questions about the animals. For example, you may ask: “where have you 

seen me?,” “what do I like to eat?,” or “when am I active?” Place the 

cards somewhere in your learning environment where children can refer 

to them. (Science Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicators A-E.  

Approaches to Learning Standard: Strand 1; Concept 2; Indicators A-C.)  

Thematic Books 

 Desert Babies A-Z by Bill Broyles 

 A Desert Hello by Abby Mogollón 

 Guess Who’s in the Desert 

by Charline Profiri 

 Whose Tail on the Trail at Grand Canyon?  

by Midji Stephenson 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Southwest Kit  
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Activity #3 Forms of Water: Pair the narrative book A Snowy Day with the informational book A Drop 

of Water. Talk to the children about what happens to water when it gets very cold, (frozen, ice,  

snowflakes), when it gets warm (liquid, water), and when it is very hot (steam, vapor). Provide  

children with cubes of ice either in tubs or in a sensory table for them to touch and hold. Ask the  

children what they think will happen to the ice if they leave it inside the classroom, outside on the 

playground, in the freezer, etc. Freeze colored water in ice cube trays and allow the children to paint 

with the ice. (Science Standard: Strand 1; Concept 4; Indicator A-C.)  

Other Books to Share 

 The Snowy Day  

by Ezra Jack Keats 

 Mouse Paint  

by Ellen Stoll Walsh 

 Curious George at the 

Aquarium by H. A. Rey 

 ABC Under the Sea  

by Barbara Knox 

 A Swim Through the Sea  

by Kristin Joy Pratt-Serafini 

 Hello Ocean by Pam 

Munoz & Mark Astrella 

 Out of the Ocean  

by Debra Frasier 

Activity #1 Drops of Rain: Provide the children with sheets of wax paper, eye 

droppers, and small containers of water. Ask the children what they think will 

happen to the water when it is dropped on the wax paper. Using the eye 

droppers, allow the children to add small drops of water onto the wax paper. 

Observe with the children what happens. Confirm with the children if their 

hypothesis was true. Allow the children the opportunity to experiment, retest, 

and investigate.  (Science Standard: Strand 1;  

Concept 2; Indicators A-D. Approaches to Learning  

Standard: Strand 1; Concept 2; Indicator A.)  

 Activity #2 Water Color Mixing: This activity can be an extension of Activity #1. Complete the same process as above 

but, instead of clear water, use colored water. Color the water yellow, blue, and red.  Allow the children to add the 

drops of water to the wax paper. Ask the children what they think will happen if they combine two different colored 

drops (for example, the blue and the red). Observe with the children what happens. Children can also retell the story of 

Mouse Paint (giveaway book) using this process. After the children have dropped the colors on the wax paper, they can 

use a cotton ball to represent the white mouse who “dances” and “swirls” around in the paint. Record and document 

children’s retelling of the story.  (Science Standard: Strand 1; Concept 3; Indicators A-C. Approaches to Learning  

Standard: Strand 1; Concept 1; Indicator C.)  

Thematic Books 

 A Cool Drink of Water  

by Barbara Kerley 

 A Drop of Water by Walter Wick 

 Rain by Manya Stojic 

Thematically Related Activities and Resources 

 Water Kit  
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