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singing opera or playing with
puppets.

“If a character is singinga
song, D will act it allout, and the
kids get a kick out of it since
they love seeing a grown-up be-
ing very silly,” she said. “Ifa
character is starting to cry or
gets hurt, I just wail, and they
love that, too.”

Wolf believes that if her ef-
forts encourage disadvantaged
children to be interested in
reading, it will help them adjust
o first grade and improve their
chances for long-term success
in school. Since Wolf has been
with the program for some
time, she sald, she is beginning
0 see results as elementary stu-
dents she read to as preschool-
ers yeturn the favor to younger
children during Tueson Nurs-
ery Schools’ summer programs.

It's a cyele that Mary Jan
Bancroft, executive divector of
Make Way for Books, is thrilled
to propagate. Since she founded
the nonprofit organization sev-
en years ago, Bancroft sald, it
has placed libraries in 8 local
preschools and child-care cen-
ters that have limited re-
BOUNCes.

The group is now serving 57
sites through various pro-
grams, including preschool sto-
ry-time volunteers and pre-
“hool personnel training, Sum-
mer Reading Buddies; Reading
Is Fundamental distributions;
and First Focus on Kids, a part-
nership with the United Way of
Tueson and Southern Arizona.
Make Way for Books at Home
helps to provide preschoslers
with books at home, while
Make Way for Books for Babies
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Sheila Wolf, aka “Bubbles,” has been reading to children for the past
five yeurs at nonprofit Tucson Nursery Schools through Make Way
Jfor Books. Wolf said she simply wants to have a chance to spark that
interest and love of hooks in children and expand their experiences.
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very young children helps them
to develop skills they absclutely
need before they get to school”
Bancroft said.

For her part, Wolf simply
wants to have a chance to s
that interest and love of books
in children. She also wanis to
expand the experiences of the
children, many of whom come
from single-parent families

She said it is not uncommon
to heay children talk of a parent
who is incarcerated or of being
raised by grandparents.

“If I can add something to
their life and make them inter-
ested in an area of life they
don't know about, anvthing can
happen,” Wolf said.

“Onecould grow uptobean
astronaut, but if they don't
know what an astronaut is,
they won't become one,” she
said. “Mavbe because of a book
we've read, one might just pick
up 2 pen someday and write
some fabulous book, like JK.
Rowling, or go into a field that
might be wonderful”

¥ Contact freelance writer Loni
Nannini at ninch@eomeast.net.




